
April 11, 2021                                         Morning Worship                                             10:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Easter  

Slackwood Presbyterian Church 
2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 

 
                                                      GATHER TO WORSHIP 
    
As you prepare to worship this morning, please turn off or mute cell phones and other electronic 

devices. 
 
Welcome & Announcements                   
 
Call to Worship   

P: Even though we have not touched his wounded hands, yet we believe. 
L: Even though we have not heard him speak our names, yet we believe the good news 
which we proclaim. 
P: Jesus Christ is raised from the dead! 
L: Walk in the light of his love. 
P: Live in the light of his teachings and healing mercies. 
L: Come, let us worship the One who overcame death. 
P: Let us celebrate God’s love through the life of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Invocation & Illumination 
 
Hymn                                        “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”                     Shelley Zuckerman 
  In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
  in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
  In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
  unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
  There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
  there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
  From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
  unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.   
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Patient Lord, you wait for us to understand. You wait for us to remove the blinders of 
prejudice, fear, unbelief, confusion. You have offered to us the greatest miracle of all 
time, the resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ. We sang and celebrated last Sunday, but 
a week has passed and we have slid back into our old ways of perceiving your presence 
and love. Shake us up, Lord! Shake us up and cause us to look with new eyes on our 
Savior, who came that we might have life, abundantly serving all who are in need. Forgive 
our stubbornness and our complacency. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that 
we may come to trust in you. Reach out to us so that we may reach out with healing love 
to others, for we pray this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.       (Moment of silent prayer)  
 

Words of Assurance     
                                           
Anthem                             “Give Me Faith”                                           Kody Whitaker 



Scripture Reading                                                                                                  John 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.            
                                                                                                                              

Sermon                     “Do Not Doubt, but Believe”                              Kody Whitaker         
                                                    
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Time of Offering  
Contributions to the ministries of Slackwood Church can be made on the church website, 
www.slackwoodchurch.org or by mail at 2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 
08648. 
 

Prayer of Dedication    
 
Hymn                                          “We’ve Come This Far by Faith”                   Shelley Zuckerman 
  We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, 
  trusting in the holy Word; God’s never failed us yet. 
  O, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith. 
  We’ve come this far by faith. 
 
Charge and Benediction   
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 

 
 
 



Pastor:  The Rev. Ryan Irmer 
Parish Associate:  The Rev. James Klotz 
Director of Music:  Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman 
Director of Family Ministries:  Starr Alleyne 
Seminary Intern:  Kody Whitaker 
 
The Adult Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom conferencing.  The link is sent in 
the weekly announcements email.  
 
The Property & Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The Membership & Outreach Committee will meet on Wednesday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom.   
The Board of Deacons is scheduled to meet on Sunday, April 18.  More information will come 
to you from the Deacon Moderator.   
 
The special meeting of the congregation of Slackwood Presbyterian Church that has been 
called by the session has been postponed to Sunday, April 18 immediately following the outdoor 
10:30 a.m. service of worship.  The meeting is called to act on the request of the Rev. Ryan 
Irmer to dissolve the pastoral relationship between him and the congregation.   
 
The Food & Fellowship Committee is looking for people who enjoy planning social events and 
wish to use food as a way to build community.  If this is something of interest to you, contact 
Andrea Moore at jimange22@gmail.com.  Andrea would love to have you join this fun 
committee.   


