December 14, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Purple

Luke 1:26-39

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country,
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--ORDER OF WORSHIP--

Bell of Invitation
Welcome & Announcements
The Lighting of the Peace Candle and Centering Prayer

OUR APPROACH TO GOD
Call to Worship
Leader: Jeremiah said, “I am only a boy.”
People: Moses said, “Who am I to do this work?”
Leader: Mary said, “How can this be?”
People: We often say, “But God, I am afraid.”
Leader: Even when we are afraid, God invites us closer.
People: So may we trust the Inviter.
Leader: May we heed God’s invitation.
People: May we summon our courage and sing God’s
praise.
All: Let us worship our courageous, inviting, calling
God.
Hymn #88 - verses 4 & 5 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Lighting of Third Advent Candle of Joy
*Hymn #98 ANNUNCIATION
“To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary”
*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession (/n Unison)
Courageous God, you invite us to live into our call. You
invite us to act, to serve, and to trust. Instead of responding
with a resounding “yes,” we often hide our faces. We dig
our heels in. We look for someone else to volunteer. Spark
courage in us. Remind us that every person is capable of
making a difference. Remind us that even when we’re
scared, we are not alone. You invite us forward. With baby
steps, we hope, we pray. (time of silent prayer). Amen.
*Words of Assurance
*Gloria Patri (#581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
First Scripture Reading — Jeremiah 1:4-10
The Word of the Lord./Thanks be to God.
Anthem “Joy in the Morning” Natalie Sleeth
(Following the anthem, young people ages 3 to 10 may
leave for a time of lesson and activity.)

Gospel Reading - Luke 1:26-39
The Word of the Lord./Thanks be to God.
Sermon “Saying Yes”  The Rev David Bowman
*Hymn #100 STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN
“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Presentation of New Member - Fred Romanowsky
Profession of Faith
* Affirmation of Faith — “The Apostles’ Creed”

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Question to New Member
Pastor: We have professed our faith as one body. Will you
be a faithful member of this congregation, sharing in its
worship and mission through your prayers and gifts, your
study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple
of Jesus Christ?
New Member: [ will, with God’s help.

Blessing of New Member



Words of Welcome
All: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as
we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus
Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue
to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be
witnesses of our risen Savior.
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Call for the Offering
Offertory
*Doxology (#606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #86 ISAIAH 9
“The People Who Walked in Darkness”
*Charge and Benediction

DEPART TO SERVE

*Those who are able may stand.

The Peace Candle in the Chancel is lit to remind us of the gift of
Christ’s peace and our call to be peacemakers.

Announcements

Christ’s Ministers in the World: All members of the church
Pastor: The Rev. David Bowman

Director of Music: Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman
Liturgist: Debi Moore

Welcome to everyone who is worshipping this morning. If you are
visiting, we hope you will feel very welcome, that you will
complete one of the visitor cards found in the pew rack, and that
you will stay following worship for a time of fellowship.

Pastor Bowman’s contact information:
Email: dfbsbv@gmail.com or Telephone: 732.547.3480

The Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom. The
link is in the Saturday announcements email.

Middle School and Senior High Sunday School classes meet each
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

The Choir rehearses each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

The Property & Finance Committee will meet following worship
this morning.

Youth Group Collective today from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Kingston Presbyterian Church. There will be food, games,
fellowship and fun. Contact Robin if you plan to attend.

The Parkinsons Support Group will meet at 1:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 17.

The Session will meet on Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m.

The Advent Study group will meet on Thursday December 18 at
7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The link is in your Saturday email.



The Board of Deacons will meet following worship on Sunday,
December 21.

A Blue Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 21 at
7:00 p.m. This service is particularly helpful for those who have
experienced a recent loss and those for whom the holidays are
difficult.

A Candelight Service of Lessons and Carols will be held on
Wednesday, December 24 at 8:00 p.m.

Once again this year, during the season of Advent, you are invited
to bring a favorite nativity of yours to display in a window in the
sanctuary. A card will be provided for your name and anything you
wish to share about the nativity.

The Advent Tree in fellowship hall has ornaments that contain a
paper with an item you are asked to donate to be used for the
service project on MLK Day of Service. Take an ornament or two,
pick up the items listed, return them to the church and place them in
the boxes by the tree.

On the table in fellowship hall you will find a variety of sign-up
sheets for activities happening at Slackwood. Stop and sign up to
participate in some or all.

Food Drive The Deacons are sponsoring an ongoing food
collection for Arm in Arm, a local organization with food pantries
in Trenton and Princeton, as well as several mobile

locations. Donations can be placed in the bin in Fellowship

Hall. Here are suggested items, with the greatest need for the first
three. No glass containers; please check expiration dates.
canned low-fructose fruit, canned low-sodium vegetables, canned
tuna, salmon, chicken, or chili, canned beans or 1 1b. bag dried
beans, canned potatoes, cold cereal, hot cereal, shelf-stable milk,
olive and canola oil (plastic container), herbs and spices (plastic
container), honey (plastic container), maseca corn flour.

Those people remembered in last week’s prayers of the people
are: Carrie, C.A.T.’s, Advent Social, Kelly, Bill & Terrie, Vichria,
Mr. Jerry, youth, Carrie, Mary, Scott, Julie, Jill, N.G., O.R., the
unhoused, the unemployed and underemployed, the food insecure,
those impacted by violence and war, those impacted by climate
change, the marginalized, Ann Klein Forensic Center, Trenton
Psychiatric Hospital, Brandon & Sheena, Ashley, Bowleg family,
Pauline, Brian, Mylan, Theresa, Francine, Liz, Amanda, MaryAnn,
John, Sharon, Mikey, Jon, Samatha, Josh, Tina, Charlie, Earl,
Marta, Carter, Akeena, Donna, Michael, Samantha & family, Karlie
& family, James, B.H.

Slackwood’s Mission Statement

Slackwood Presbyterian Church is a diverse, caring Christian
community: guided by scripture, committed to loving God, loving
our neighbors as we love ourselves and sharing Christ’s love with
all people.

Slackwood’s Vision Statement

We envision glorifying and serving God by being an example to
each other, the community, and the world through:

meaningful worship,

faithful prayer,

relevant study,

joyful fellowship,

compassionate service.

We strive to build a safe community that embraces:
all ages,
people of color,
the LGBTQIA+ community,
people with disabilities,
other marginalized people.



