
February 28, 2021                                   Morning Worship                                             10:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday in Lent  

Slackwood Presbyterian Church 
2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 

 
                                                      GATHER TO WORSHIP 
    
As you prepare to worship this morning, please turn off or mute cell phones and other electronic 

devices. 
 
Welcome & Announcements                   
Call to Worship 

L: Welcome this day to the second step on our Lenten Journey. 
P: We come with great hope and expectation as we walk the way of Christ. 
L: Today’s journey will demand much of us. 
P: Lord, make us ready to offer ourselves to you. 
L: Come, let us begin again the wondrous excursion. 
P: Let us place our lives in God’s abiding love. Amen. 

Prayer of Adoration and Illumination 
Hymn                                    “Ubi Caritas (& 1 Cor 13:4-7)                            Shelley Zuckerman 
  Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 

(Wherever there is charity and love, God is there.) 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4-7, NRSV). 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not been sincere Christians. We claim to follow 
Jesus but have not taken his path of sacrificial love. We profess to be disciples, but we 
are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship. We affirm the virtue of self-denial, but 
we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for 
sincere repentance through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Time of Silent Confession) Amen. 

Words of Assurance  
Anthem           “When Jesus Wept”           James Klotz & Shelley Zuckerman  

When Jesus wept, the falling tear in mercy flowed beyond all bound. 
When Jesus wept, a trembling fear seized all the guilty world around. 

Scripture Reading                                                                                                        Mark 8:31-38 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”                                           

 



Sermon                    Thou Mindest Not the Things of God.                             Kody Whitaker   
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Time of Offering  
Contributions to the ministries of Slackwood Church can be made on the church website, 
www.slackwoodchurch.org or by mail at 2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 
08648. 

Prayer of Dedication    
Hymn                                         “Hear, O Lord, My Plea for Justice”               Shelley Zuckerman 
    Hear, O Lord, my plea for justice; listen to my heartfelt prayer. 
  In your just deliberation may I find redemption there.  
 
  Test my heart for its affliction; purify my soul with fire; 
  let my mortal tongue speak wisdom, righteousness be my desire. 
 
  Keep me, Lord, in sure protection, as the apple of your eye. 
  Shelter me beneath your shadow when my hour of death draws nigh. 
 
  In its wake, send vindication; to its darkness, show your face. 
  Bring me to my resurrection clothed in garments of your grace.    
Charge and Benediction   
 

DEPART TO SERVE 
 
Pastor:  The Rev. Ryan Irmer 
Parish Associate:  The Rev. James Klotz 
Director of Music:  Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman 
Director of Family Ministries:  Starr Alleyne 
Seminary Intern:  Kody Whitaker 
 
Welcome to everyone who is worshipping this morning.   
 
The Adult Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom conferencing.  The link is sent in 
the weekly announcement email.  
 
The Worship Committee will meet on Sunday, February 28 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom.   
 
The Christian Education Committee will meet on Wednesday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
Pastor Irmer will be on study leave from March 3 till March 10.  If you are in need of pastoral 
care during that time, feel free to call James Klotz. 
 
The Christian Education Committee invites you to continue to support the food pantry of 
Slackwood Elementary School.  Donations may be taken directly to the school Monday through 
Friday anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Vulnerable families are in need of items such as 
essential food (non-perishable), cleaners, detergent, toothpaste, shampoo, and soap. Grocery 
store gift cards are also recommended. The address of the school is: 2060 Princeton Pike, 
Lawrenceville, N.J. 08648. 


