Baptism of the Lord Observed January 11, 2026
Liturgical Color: White

Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

About the cover artist:

Lorenzo Scott was born on July 23, 1934 in West Point,

Georgia. One of eleven children, he tells of a time in his youth
when he first saw his mother make a sketch, and knew even at a
tender age that he wanted to be able to draw like that. His Southern
Baptist roots influenced his life-long devout Christian faith that
underpins both his art and his life.
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--Order of Worship

**As a consideration to all who seek to worship this morning,
please turn off or mute cell phones and other electronic devices. **

Bell of Invitation
Welcome & Announcements
The Lighting of the Peace Candle and Centering Prayer

OUR APPROACH TO GOD

Call to Worship
Leader: In the waters of baptism,
People: God marks us as kindred in God’s name.
Leader: In the waters of baptism,
People: the heavens open up and the Spirit pours
out love.
Leader: In the waters of baptism,
People: God names us Beloved.
Leader: In the waters of baptism,
People: God claims us as God’s own.

*Hymn #365 “God Reigns! Let Earth Rejoice!” MARION

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession (/n Unison)
Gracious God, you come to us again and again, you claim
us and call us, you support us and uphold us, you save us
and free us from our sin. Yet we slip into old habits,
worshipping idols that have claimed our hearts,
disregarding our impact on the earth and our neighbors.
Forgive us. Meet us at the water again, that we might
know we belong to you. (Moment for silent prayer).
Amen

*Words of Assurance

*Gloria Patri (#581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING OF THE WORD
Prayer for [llumination
First Scripture Reading — Isaiah 42:1-9
The Word of the Lord./Thanks be to God.
Anthem “Born of Water, Born of Spirit”  Nate Gustafson

(Following the anthem, young people ages 3 to 10 may
leave for Sunday School.)

Second Scripture Reading — Matthew 3:13-17
The Word of the Lord./Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Meeting Jesus” The Rev. David Bowman

* Affirmation of Faith (from The Confession of 1967)

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the
human mind. Human thought ascribes to God
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God
reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power in
the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and
goodness in receiving sinful men and women. The power
of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses
that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all
things to serve the purpose of God’s love.

Renewal of Baptism
L: The Lord be with you
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts
P: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Lord and life-giving Spirit, who charged the waters with
life when first the world began:
P: make us dead to sin, but alive to you.
L: Saving Lord, who sheltered us with Noah in the ark upon
the flood:
P: drown our sin and raise us to new life.
Giver of freedom, who led your people out of slavery
through the waters that did not overwhelm:
P: drown our sin and raise us to new life.
L: O God, our provider, who gives thirsty people water from
rock:



P: make us dead to sin, but alive to you.

L: Holy Lord, who gives water to purify what is unclean:
P: drown our sin and raise us to new life.

L: Brooding Spirit, who anointed Jesus with your power of
life no death could conquer:

P: make us dead to sin, but alive to you.

L: Risen Lord Jesus Christ, who poured yourself out as a
drink offering on our behalf, filling us with your Spirit:

P: make us dead to sin, but alive to you.

L: Spirit of the Living God, who charges the waters of
baptism with resurrection power so we might live as part of
God’s New Creation:

P: drown our sin and raise us to new life.

(Prayer continues...)

Baptism Renewal Questions

L: Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from
the love of God?

P: Accepting God’s love, I renounce all that makes me
less than a child of God.

L: Do you renounce all powers in the world that defy God’s
Way of Life for all?

P: In the name of Christ Jesus, I renounce them.

L: Will you resist the forces of sin that hold the world in
captivity?

P: With the power of the Holy Spirit, I will resist them.
L: Trusting the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from
evil to seek good?

P: By the grace of God, I do.

L: Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the
world?

P: I believe Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior.

L: Will you follow the Spirit of the living Lord and live in
accord with God’s Way?

P: By God’s grace, I will walk in the Spirit Way.

Prayer
Baptism Remembrance

(Those wishing to remember their baptism may come
forward to the Baptismal Font to receive a blessing.)

*Hymn #490 BEACH SPRING
“Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Call for Offering
Offertory
*Doxology (#606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #484 “Out of Deep, Unordered Water” ~ RUSTINGTON
*Charge and Benediction

DEPART TO SERVE

*Those who are able may stand.

Christ’s Ministers in the World: All members of the church
Pastor: The Rev. David Bowman

Director of Music: Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman
Liturgists: Emma Moore, Kate Moore

The Peace Candle in the Chancel is lit to remind us of the gift of
Christ’s peace and our call to be peacemakers.



Announcements

Welcome to all who are worshiping this morning. If you are
visiting, we hope you feel very welcome, that you will sign a visitor
card found in the pew rack and that you will stay following the
service for refreshments and conversation.

Pastor Bowman’s contact information:
Email: dfbsbv@gmail.com or Telephone: 732.547.3480

The Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. The Zoom link
is in the Saturday announcements email.

Middle School and Senior High Sunday School classes meet each
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

The Property & Finance Committee will meet following this
morning’s service of worship.

Youth Group Collaborative will meet tonight, January 11, from
5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Hightstown Presbyterian Church. If you are
planning to attend, please let Robin Garzoni know.

Reports to be included in the annual written report to the
congregation are due by January 12. If you chair or moderate a
committee/group or serve as a treasurer, please get your report to
the clerk on or before that date.

The Community Care Committee will meet on Wednesday,
January 14 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The link is in the Saturday
announcements email.

The Bible Study group will meet on Thursday, January 15 at 7:00
p.m. via Zoom. The link is in the Saturday announcements email.

The Board of Deacons will meet following worship next Sunday,
January 18.

The annual meeting of the congregation has been called by the
session for Sunday, January 25 immediately following the morning
service of worship. The meeting is called to elect elders, deacons,
members of the nominating committee, to approve the terms of call
for the pastor, and to conduct any other business set by the session.

Please continue to support the Deacons Food Drive for Arm in
Arm.

Those people remembered in the morning prayer last Sunday
are: Zumica, Don, Patty & Eric, Carrie, Carol, B.H., O.R., N.G.,
Pam, Doug, Ann Klein Forensic Center, Trenton Psychiatric
Hospital, Venezuela, Israel, Haiti, Sharon, Lauri, the Rhodes
family, Maxine, Marge, Scott, Josh, Michael, Jonathan, Samantha,
Mylan, Francine & Troy, Liz, Amanda, John, the Mount family,
Brandon & Sheena, Bowleg families, Pauline, Danielle, Peter,
Nicole, Pulaski family, Kay, Larry & Linda, Emma & Kate, Bill &
Linda, Jacqui, Jim, Kim, Stacy, MJ & Richard, Frank.

Slackwood’s Mission Statement

Slackwood Presbyterian Church is a diverse, caring Christian
community: guided by scripture, committed to loving God, loving
our neighbors as we love ourselves and sharing Christ’s love with
all people.

Slackwood’s Vision Statement

We envision glorifying and serving God by being an example to
each other, the community, and the world through: meaningful
worship, faithful prayer,relevant study, joyful fellowship,
compassionate service.

We strive to build a safe community that embraces: all ages,
people of color, the LGBTQIA+ community, people with
disabilities, other marginalized people.



