Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 5, 2026
Liturgical Color: Green

Slackwood Presbyterian Church
2020 Brunswick Avenue

Matthew 10:7-10 Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

As you go, proclaim the good news, the kingdom of heaven has come Embracing God. Extending Welcome. Celebrating All.
near. Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease;

cast out demons. You received without payment; give without

payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for

your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve

their food.

July 5, 2026 10:30 a.m.



--Order of Worship--

Bell of Invitation
Welcome & Announcements
The Lighting of the Peace Candle and Centering Prayer

OUR APPROACH TO GOD

Call to Worship
Leader: Sing a new song to the Lord—
People: let the whole world join in, from crowded cities to
quiet neighborhoods.
Leader: Tell every nation about God’s glory;
People: share the story of God’s amazing work in
everyday places—around dinner tables, in classrooms, at
workplaces, online, and in the streets.
Leader: Say to the world: The Lord reigns!
People: God’s justice is steady and fair, bringing truth
and mercy to every community and every generation.
All: Let us worship God!

*Hymn #331 NATIONAL HYMN

“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession (In Unison)
Merciful God, we come before you honestly, admitting
our sin and the brokenness of our world. Though Christ
is among us as our peace, we often live divided from one
another and hold tightly to the values of a wounded world.
Our pursuit of profit and comfort harms the land and
pollutes the seas. The fears and resentments we carry turn
neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We
misuse your good gifts—imagination and freedom,
intellect and reason—and turn them into tools of
oppression. Lord, have mercy on us. Heal us, forgive us,
and set us free to serve you in the world as people shaped
by your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. (Moment of silent
prayer). Amen

*Kyrie #551
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.
*Words of Assurance
*Gloria Patri (#581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING OF THE WORD

Prayer for [llumination
First Scripture Reading — Genesis 2:15-22

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Anthem “Seek Ye First” Karen Lafferty
Second Scripture Reading — Matthew 10:7-10
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Sermon The Rev. David Bowman
“Declaration of Interdependence”
*Hymn #340 “This Is My Song” FINLANDIA

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Presentation of New Members
David Galiardo, Linda Johnson, Michael Vallio
Profession of Faith
* Affirmation of Faith — “The Apostles’ Creed”

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the



communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Question to New Members
Pastor: We have professed our faith as one body. Will you
be faithful members of this congregation, sharing in its
worship and mission through your prayers and gifts, your
study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple
of Jesus Christ?
New Members: I will, with God’s help.
Blessing of New Members
Words of Welcome
All: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as
we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus
Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue
to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be
witnesses of our risen Savior.
Blessing of Mission Trip Participants
Claire Buck, Robin Garzoni
Prayers of the People
Call for Offering
Offertory
*Doxology (#606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #346 ST. THOMAS (Wade)
“For the Healing of the Nations”
Celebration of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayer continues)
Leader: Therefore, we praise you, joining the song
of the universal church and the heavenly choir:
Sung Liturgy #552
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
(Prayer continues)
Leader: Remembering your goodness and grace,
we offer ourselves to you with gratitude as we share this
joyful feast.
Sung Liturgy #553
Christ has died, Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Christ has died, Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
(Prayer continues)
Leader: Through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the
Spirit, we bless you, God of glory now and forever.
Sung Liturgy #554
Amen, amen, amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
(You may come forward to receive the bread and cup by
intinction or you may remain seated and be served in the
pew. If you remain the pew, you may take the bread and the
cup when you receive them.)
Prayer after the Meal



*Hymn  “In This Time of Great Reflection”  RESTORATION

In this time of great reflection

on two hundred fifty years,

We remember, as a nation,

times we’ve prospered, times of tears.
“We shall be,” a preacher told us,

“as a city on a hill”—

not to praise us but to warn us:
We’ve a duty to fulfill.

Here is what holds us together:
Mercy, love, community.

We’re to seek to care for neighbors
in a just society.

If we fail to help the needy

and to build a land that’s just,

we will simply be a by-word

as the world looks on at us.

We recall our nation’s story.

Keep us honest, God above!

In our quest for wealth and glory,

we have injured ones you love.

Through enslavement, through displacement,
we have chosen ways of sin.

We’ve been violent. We’ve stayed silent.

So our light of love stays dim.

Will we work for racial justice?
Will we turn from fear and hate?
What is now the public witness
that you call us to create?

As we celebrate our country,
help us, Lord, to understand:

All of us must share the bounty
and the goodness of the land.

In this time, O God, restore us

to the land we’re called to be—

where all people here among us

know your blest community.

May we seek to be that city,

not with pride but as a prayer.

May we love and serve you humbly,

in our land and everywhere.
*Charge and Benediction

DEPART TO SERVE
*Those who are able may stand.

Christ’s Ministers in the World: All members of the church
Pastor: The Rev. David Bowman

Director of Music: Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman
Liturgist: Maureen Rickman

The Peace Candle in the Chancel is lit to remind us of the gift of
Christ’s peace and our call to be peacemakers.

Welcome to all who are worshiping this morning. If you are
visiting, we hope you feel very welcome, that you will complete
one of the Welcome cards found in the pew racks and place it in the
offering plate, and that you will stay following the service for
refreshments and conversation.

Pastor Bowman’s contact information:
Email: dfbsbv@gmail.com or Telephone: 732.547.3480

Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
Please continue to support the Deacons efforts to help those in need

by placing your non-perishable food items in the bin in fellowship
hall.



On the table of sign-up sheets, you will find opportunities to mow
the church lawn, provide refreshments after worship, to join the
Deacons in volunteering with Arm in Arm and to help at the
August 15 community fair. It is not too early to sign up to help at
the fair. It is one of the best events of the church but needs a lot of
workers.

A session appointed committee is presently at work cleaning out
closets and storage areas of the church. If you lead any event, plan
to decorate for a dinner, or have mailings to go out, do not purchase
supplies until you have checked the closet in the CE building,
across from the library, or the closet of decorations at the top of the
stairs to the second floor. The church already owns lots of items
you might find helpful. And, then, after using items return them to
the same place from which you took them. This will enable us to
always have orderly closets and to find things easily. If you need
help finding things, see Beth Clark or Carol Belles. Your help is
appreciated.

Those people and places remembered in the morning prayer
last week are: John, beauty of nature, connecting with friends,
pride month, Carrie, Mary, N.G., O.R., Ann Klein Forensic Center,
Trenton Psychiatric Hospital, working poor, Linda, Heather, Doug,
Lilian, Chuck, MaryJane, Dan, Mikey, Brit, Jack, Mivas, Jon,
Emma, Samantha, Levi, Joan, Danella, Diana, Christa, Josh, Kristi,
Jil, Lana & Josiah, Ben and Kirk,

Slackwood’s Mission Statement

Slackwood Presbyterian Church is a diverse, caring Christian
community guided by scripture, committed to loving God, loving
our neighbors as we love ourselves, and sharing Christ’s love
with all people.

Slackwood’s Vision Statement

We envision glorifying and serving God by being an example to
each other, the community, and the world through:
Meaningful Worship
Faithful Prayer
Relevant Study
Joyful Fellowship
Compassionate Service
We strive to build a safe community that embraces:
All Ages
People of color
The LGBTQIA+ community
People with disabilities
Other Marginalized people

Values

Grace - We recognize that God’s grace is extended to all, regardless
of our shortcomings or differences.

Welcoming - We intentionally create an inviting atmosphere where
newcomers feel embraced and valued.

Inclusive - We celebrate diversity and actively seek to include all
people in our worship, fellowship, and service. We believe that
every person has a place at God’s table.

Respect — We strive to listen to one another, value differing
perspectives, and honor each person’s dignity.

www.slackwoodchurch.org

@b Like us on
Facebook



