
March 26, 2023                Morning Worship                       10:30 a.m. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Slackwood Presbyterian Church 

2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648   

 

                               GATHER TO WORSHIP 

    

As a consideration to all who seek to worship this morning, please 

turn off or mute cell phones and other electronic devices.   

 

    Bell of Invitation 

    Welcome & Announcements                

     

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 

   Call to Worship  

Leader:  Wait for the Lord. 

People:  Our souls wait and hope in God’s word. 

Leader:  Hope in the Lord. 

People:  With God there is steadfast love, and great 

power to redeem 

Leader:  Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who 

watch for the morning, 

People: more than those who watch for the morning.  
*Hymn #402         “How Lovely, Lord”             MERLE’S TUNE 

*Call to Confession  

*Congregational Refrain (#577) Kyrie eleison.  (Lord, have mercy.)          

*Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 

O Lord, if you held our sin against us, who could live, who 

could stand?  We seem to have more faith in death than hope 

in your promise of life.  We seek peace through war and find 

security in weapons.  We abandon the hungry, sick and 

dying, and pursue wealth by making others poor. 

And even so, you love us; still there is forgiveness with you!  

Therefore we worship you; for you alone, O Lord, can save 

us from death and redeem us from our sin. (moment of silent 

prayer)  

*Congregational Refrain: (#577) Kyrie eleison.  (Lord, have mercy.) 

*Words of Assurance 

 *Gloria Patri (#581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

 world without end.  Amen, amen. 

(Following the time of confession, young people ages 3 to 10 

may leave for a time of lesson and activity.)    

                                        

HEARING OF THE WORD 

    Prayer for Illumination 

    First Scripture Reading – Psalm 130 

 The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

    Anthem                     “God Breathe”                  V. C. Tucker.                 
    Gospel Reading – John 11:1-44 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God.                                          

    Sermon                       “Unbound”                  Rev. David Bowman   

  *Affirmation of Faith (from The Brief Statement of Faith)  

Jesus announced the coming of God’s kingdom and its 

hidden presence amid the world’s kingdoms. He taught his 

disciples to seek God’s kingdom first. We believe Christ 

gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God’s 

kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all that 

sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No more 

than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and 

threat of life in the world. We are in the world, but not of 

the world. Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other 

people do not rest in the powers and achievements of this 

world, but in the coming and hidden presence of God’s 

kingdom. Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that 

kingdom: to serve as he has served us; to take up our cross, 

risking the consequences of faithful discipleship; to walk by 

faith, not by sight, to hope for what we have not seen.  

*Hymn #797                             YE BANKS AND BRAES 

“We Cannot Measure How You Heal” 
                                       
RESPONSE TO THE WORD     

 (#471) Sung Prayer  

Oh Lord, hear my prayer, oh Lord, hear my prayer. 



When I call, answer me. 

Oh Lord, hear my prayer, oh Lord, hear my prayer. 

Come and listen to me. 

    Prayers of the People 

    The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  (#471) Sung Prayer 

Oh Lord, hear my prayer, oh Lord, hear my prayer. 

When I call, answer me. 

Oh Lord, hear my prayer, oh Lord, hear my prayer.  

Come and listen to me. 

    Call for Offering 

    Offertory  

  *Doxology (#606) 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

  *Prayer of Dedication 

  *Hymn #247                                     NOËL NOUVELET 

“Now the Green Blade Rises” 

 *Charge and Benediction    

 

DEPART TO SERVE 

 

*Those who are able may stand. 

 

Christ’s Ministers in the World:  All members of the church 

Interim Pastor:   The Rev. David Bowman 

Parish Associate:  The Rev. James Klotz 

Director of Music:  Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman 

Director of Family Ministries:  Starr Alleyne 

Liturgist:  Sydney Ryon 

Announcements 

 

Welcome to everyone who is worshipping this morning.  If you are 

visiting, we hope you will feel very welcome.  

 

Pastor Bowman’s contact information: 

Email: dfbsbv@gmail.com or Telephone: 732.547.3480 

 

Sung Prayer text © 1982 Les Presses de Taizé. Reprinted by 

permission under One License #A-733076. 

 

The Adult Forum meets every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom.  The 

link is sent in the Saturday announcements email.  If you are not 

receiving that email, speak to Carol Belles.  

 

The Youth Group meets at 9:15 a.m. each Sunday. 

 

The Choir rehearses at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday.  

 

The Worship Committee will meet following this morning’s 

service. 

 

The Lenten Study Group will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 

March 30 via Zoom. 

 

To order flowers for the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, see the 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in fellowship hall or contact 

Susan Gibbs.   

 

Those people remembered in the morning prayer last week are: 

Kyle, Julie, Scott, Rick, Jeremy, Steven, Shawn, Jenny, Tina, Kate, 

Carrie, Catherine, Sam, those involved in car accident, the Clark 

family, Kim, Faith, Jill, Delores, Laura, Vince, Ebbie, Judy, Nona, 

Bob, Jack, Beth, Jim, Jaq, Kim, Jean, Delmy, Carmen, Mylan, 

Arlene, Marilyn, Leila, Ben, family & friends of Beth Taylor, Jamie, 

James, Jamie.   

 

 



Holy Week Services: 

Sun., April 2 – Palm Sunday – 10:30 a.m. service 

Thurs., April 6 – Maundy Thursday – 7:00 p.m. service 

Fri., Apr. 7 – Good Friday 

 Stations for prayer and reflection 

 Sanctuary open 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Sun., Apr. 9 – Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. – Early service in the garden  

9:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast in fellowship hall and egg hunt 

10:30 a.m. – Service of Worship 

 

Around the world millions of people lack access to sustainable food 

sources, clean water, sanitation, education and opportunity.  The 

three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing – 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

and Self-Development of People – all work in different ways to 

serve individuals and communities in need.  From initial disaster 

response to ongoing community development, their work fits 

together to provide people with safety, sustenance and hope. 

 

Received during the season of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of 

Sharing helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging 

situations.  The offering provides us a way to share God’s love with 

our neighbors in need.  You will find an offering envelope in your 

box of envelopes, or you can make a check to Slackwood 

Presbyterian Church and put OGHS on the memo line.  Please 

consider giving generously.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER DURING LENT 

 

• What are the painful and wounded places in me that cause 

me to act out in ways that are not good for me or others?  

• What are the buttons in me that get so easily pushed, that 

cause me to react with words or actions that I really do not 

want to say or do? 

• What are the ways in which I have contributed to the pain of 

the world, and how might I now begin contributing to the 

healing of the world?  

• In what ways have I knowingly or through fear lived a life 

less than who God knows me to be?  

• When and where have I fallen short and missed the mark?  

• What are the patterns and habits that direct and control my 

life?  

• What possesses me?  

• Do I truly believe I am God’s beloved son or daughter? If so, 

how do I live that? If not, why not?  

• In what ways am I living an authentic life and in what ways 

am I not? 

• Where is your Epiphany Star Word leading you? 

• What are you learning about yourself? 

• What do you need from God?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


