
November 27, 2022         Morning Worship                      10:30 a.m. 

First Sunday of Advent 

Slackwood Presbyterian Church 

2020 Brunswick Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ  08648 

 

                               GATHER TO WORSHIP    

As a consideration to all who seek to worship this morning, please 

turn off or mute cell phones and other electronic devices. 

 

    Bell of Invitation 

    Welcome & Announcements                

     

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 

   Call to Worship 

Leader: We may not know when, 

People: but you are coming to us, in grace overflowing 

from your heart, O God. 

Leader: We may not know who, 

People: but your hope will be shared by the least likely 

people, Friend of the poor. 

Leader: We may not know how, 

People: but your peace will transform our angry words 

into warm welcomes, our bitterness into cups of love, 

Spirit of Joy. 

   Lighting of First Advent Candle of Hope           Jean Washington 

 *Hymn #104                                VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

*Call to Confession 

*Prayer of Confession (In Unison)  

Sometimes it is hard for us to take you seriously, God of 

our lives.  With variants still stalking us, how can we think 

of traveling and being in crowds?  With bullies being given 

unlimited access on social media, why shouldn't we 

respond with anger and vindictive slights?  With our 

hopes turned to ashes, how can we become beacons of light 

for those in the shadows?  Forgive us, God of holy seasons, 

and have mercy.  In the days to come, may we discover the 

grace which has always been ours, so we can share it with 

others.  May we taste the sweet goodness of your love, and 

feed those around us.  May we be filled with the peace of 

your Spirit, so we may expect you to come in those we least 

expect, in places which surprise us, in moments we 

overlook, just as you did in Jesus Christ our Lord and 

Savior. (time of silence for personal prayers) Amen. 

   *Words of Assurance  

   *Gloria Patri (#581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

 world without end.  Amen, amen. 

  

(Following the Words of Assurance, young people ages 3 to 

10 may leave for a time of lesson and activity.) 

                        

HEARING OF THE WORD 

   Prayer for Illumination 

   First Scripture Lesson -- Isaiah 2:1-5  

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

   Anthem                        “Soon and Very Soon”         Andraé Crouch 

   Second Scripture Lesson -- Matthew 24:36-44 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

   Sermon                                                             Rev. David Bowman 

“Is This What It’s Supposed to Be?” 

 *Affirmation of Faith (From the Confession of 1967)  

In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for 

all. Jesus, a Palestinian Jew, lived among his own people 

and shared their needs, temptations, joys, and sorrows. He 

expressed the love of God in word and deed and became a 

brother to all. The risen Christ is the Savior of all 

humanity. Those joined to him by faith are set right with 

God and commissioned to serve as his reconciling 

community. Christ is head of this community, the church, 

which begins with the apostles and continues through all 

generations.  

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the 

human mind. Human thought ascribes to God superlatives 



of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love 

in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, 

wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving 

sinners. The power of God’s love to transform the world 

discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who 

made all things to serve the purpose of his love.  

*Hymn #352                             MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING 

“My Lord! What a Morning” 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD  

    Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     Call for Offering  

     Prayer of Dedication 

   *Hymn #378   “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”    MERLE’S TUNE  

   *Charge and Benediction    

       

DEPART TO SERVE 

 

*Those who are able may stand. 

 

Christ’s Ministers in the World:  All members of the church 

Interim Pastor:  The Rev. David Bowman 

Parish Associate:  The Rev. James Klotz 

Director of Music:  Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman 

Director of Family Ministries:  Starr Alleyne 

Liturgist:  Tara Perigny 

 

Pastor Contact Information: 

dfbsbv@gmail.com  

732.547.3480 

Friday & Saturday Sabbath time & Family time 

 

Announcements 

 

Welcome to everyone who is worshipping this morning.  If you are 

visiting, we hope you will feel very welcome.  

 

The Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom.  The 

link is sent in the Saturday night announcements email.  If you are 

not receiving the announcements email, and would like to, speak to 

Carol Belles.   

 

The Youth Group did not meet this week, but normally meets each 

Sunday at 9:15 a.m.  

 

The choir rehearses at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday in the sanctuary.  

 

Those people remembered in the morning prayer last week are:   

Joan, Pam, Karla & Aaron, Carrie, Kate, S. W. Florida, drought in 

Africa, Ukraine, Idaho College community, UVA community, 

Colorado Springs, Reagan, Dottie, Faith, Jill, Delores, Laura, Vince, 

Ebbie, Judy, Nona, Bob, Herb, Kyle, Ricky, Travis, Tania, Francine, 

Jacqui, Jim, Kim, Pat, Brooke, Arlene, Marilyn, Mylan, Eileen, 

Leila, Shirley, Maureen, Theresa, Jack, Tina, and Sharon.   

 

This year’s Advent Social will be held on Friday, December 9 at 

6:00 p.m. at the home of Tara Perigny and Shelley Zuckerman.  In 

order to let the hosts know how many to expect, please fill out the 

sign-up sheet located in fellowship hall.  We are asking attendees to 

bring a covered dish; beverages will be provided.  There will be time 

to socialize, play games and sing.  Everyone is welcome.    

 

Saturday, December 10 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. the movie 

“Freedom Riders” will be shown in Fellowship Hall.  Refreshments 

will be provided and discussion will take place after the movie.   

Angeline Butler, one of the original freedom riders, will be present 

for this event and to join the discussion after the movie.  Ms. Butler 

presently teaches at The John Jay College of Criminal Justice.  A 

brief prayer vigil will follow in recognition of Human Rights Day.   

 



During the Advent season the Membership & Outreach Committee 

will be collecting items for the Slackwood Elementary School Food 

Pantry.  There is a tree in fellowship hall decorated with ornaments 

each of which will list items needed.  Take an ornament or several 

and then bring back to the church those items listed on the  

ornaments.  Boxes will be provided for your donations.  If you 

would like to bring extra items, non-perishable food items, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo and cereal are particularly 

needed.     

 

 
 


