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Pastor’s Ponderings

The past several months have again reminded me of the incredible importance of community, particularly
among the faithful within the church. When an iliness or loss affects a member, the community comes together
to offer them the love and support they need to grieve. When our youth choose to lead us in worship, the
community joyfully welcomes and celebrates their journey together.

When work becomes a challenge and transitions get harder to navigate...when the news from the world can
feel overwhelming, making it exhausting to live faithfully day by day, where can you turn for support?

We have been blessed with a community, the Slackwood Presbyterian Church, that embraces, welcomes, and
celebrates all people, regardless of their individual differences, and allows them to live together as brothers
and sisters in Christ... WHAT A GIFT! But like any gift, we must receive it, accept it, and allow it to become a
part of us. In receiving it, we also need to acknowledge it with gratitude.

| sincerely hope you cherish the wonderful gift of the Slackwood Presbyterian community as much as | do! By
valuing it, | encourage you to stay actively involved, support it with your resources, and share it with others.
God has blessed us with a truly special place—a place where everyone is accepted and welcomed, where the
word of God is meaningfully proclaimed, where we wholeheartedly rely on the power of prayer, and where the
spirit is always pushing us beyond fear to faith.

This summer, | encourage you to take time to celebrate and engage with the community that God has blessed
us with at Slackwood Church!

May it be so,
Pastor David

Contact info: dfbsbv@gmail.com or 732-547-3480

Please check our calendar online for upcoming meetings and events:
http://www.slackwoodchurch.org/event-calendar.html



http://www.slackwoodchurch.org/
http://www.slackwoodchurch.org/
mailto:dfbsbv@gmail.com
http://www.slackwoodchurch.org/event-calendar.html

TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE CAMPAIGN

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far to the campaign to upgrade the sanctuary [
sound system and the livestream equipment. It is important that we be able to include ﬂ .
shut-in people in our worship services, as well as those who live in other states. While

the Covid period was not something we ever want to experience again, it did encourage
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us to think in new ways about reaching others with the good news of the Gospel message. -

To date we have received funds to cover the cost of the necessary computer as a memorial to Arlene Filson,
$12,000 from the Presbytery of the Coastlands, and $7,508.17 in individual contributions, totaling $20,983.17.
We still have aways to go. While the livestream ministry is up and running, it limps some Sundays and the
equipment is not particularly easy to use. In addition, upgrades are needed to enable those tuning in to hear all
those who participate in the worship service.

Please prayerfully consider a donation to the livestream ministry, or an additional donation to this ministry. There
are envelopes in the pew racks for this use, or you can write a check to Slackwood Church and put “technology
upgrade” on the memo line, or put your loose change in the jar in fellowship hall weekly as you arrive for worship.
If you would like your donation to be in honor or memory of someone, include that information with your check.

We can reach our goal! We may be a small congregation, but we are a faithful, vital group of people serving
God and serving others.

DEACON FUNDRAISER

The Deacons will be collecting gift cards starting June 22" for Shoprite and Lidl grocery §
stores. Any amount is helpful; however, the Deacons are hoping for cards in the amount
of $25. These cards will be distributed by Pastor Bowman to help our neighbors who
are food insecure and seeking assistance. Donations can be given to Emma Moore or
placed in the church’s secure mailbox which is located on the Dollar General side of the
church building. Donations can also be mailed to the church care of the Deacons. During -
these times, many people in our community are struggling to get by. We hope you will conS|der helping support
our fundraiser. Thank you.

The Deacons
TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND RECONCILIATION

The Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation group usually meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 on
Zoom. Our next meeting will be Thursday, August 14, 2025. All are welcome to attend. During our meetings we
check in with each other and discuss ways in which we can learn about and take action to fight injustices our
community is facing. There are opportunities for you to join us over the next few months.

On July 26™, we will be showing the movie “The Six Triple Eight” at 1pm in Fellowship Hall. This movie is about
a group of Black servicewomen who served a vital role in the Central Postal Directory Battalion during WWII.
Following the movie will be a brief time of discussion. Light refreshments will be served. We hope you will
consider attending.



Over the summer, we will be reading The Everyday Advocate: Living Out Your Calling to Social Justice. A book
discussion will be held on September 7" after worship. Those wishing to attend can bring a lunch if they choose.
All are welcome to attend.

Kate Moore
BI-MONTHLY BIBLE STUDY

Our bi-monthly Bible Study meets on the first and third Thursdays of the month at 7pm via Zoom. We study the
Scripture passages that will be used in worship the following Sunday. No prior Bible knowledge is necessary! All
are welcome! Contact Pastor David if you're interested in participating.

WORSHIP

The Worship Committee usually meets after worship on the 4" Sunday of the month in the sanctuary. All are
welcome to attend. We are currently involved in fundraising for the upgrade to our sound system and live-
streaming capabilities. Our goal is $60,000 and we have currently received $20,000 in donations and grants
toward the completion of the project.

Our capabilities are hindered by an outdated system. The upgrade will not only enhance the quality of our
services, but will allow us to better meet the needs of our hearing-impaired worshipers. Live-streaming the weekly
service allows Slackwood to reach a wide range of people and help them to feel connected to our church.

Laura, from California says, “The Slackwood Presbyterian Church’s online service allows me to participate in
service with my church family at the church that is such an important part of my family history. | am able to
worship with like-minded friends and family members who welcome ALL people with open arms.”

Lilian said that she is “grateful” and that “Slackwood came through.” Live-streaming has “made a tremendous
difference and allowed her to keep in touch.” It has provided opportunities for her to discuss Pastor Bowman’s
sermons with others and to see her Slackwood family; especially our youth.

It is important for everyone to feel connected and we hope you will prayerfully consider helping us reach our goal
for this very essential project. Thank you for your consideration.

Kate Moore

PROPERTY AND FINANCE

Outside of all the usual regular maintenance items around the church, the committee has been focused on some
big capital improvements:

Solar Panels: For quite a while we have thought of installing a solar array on the roof of the Christian
Ed wing of the church. The roof that faces the south is the perfect spot and now we are near the
end of the installation! Attaching squirrel-guard is the final step. However, the system has been
turned on and we are beginning to generate our own electricity! The cost of the project will pay for
T itself in 5-6 years!

Electrical / Internet: This project’'s goal is to have electricity and internet service available at the shed at the
rear of the property which is now operational! The final item to be completed by the contractor is to fill in
depressions on the lawn from the installation. We will no longer need to run cable and extension cords for outdoor
worship or other activities.
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Parking Lot: During the month of July, the parking lot will be repaved! Look for this final project to enhance the
look of the church!

CHURCH FINANCES

During this time of church services that are online/outside, we continue to be blessed with members who know
how important their church financial commitment is. Thanks to everyone who has continued with financial
support through mail, in person and online. We are generally in sound financial shape after six months of the
current fiscal year. But....... Please keep up the great support through the summer months! We still have the
normal expenses and bills will need to be paid. So, plan on continuing to support the work of your church even
though you may not be around each Sunday. Have a wonderful summer!

COMMUNITY FESTIVAL

Plans are still underway for this year's Summer Community Festival to be held on August 16. While this is one of
the great events sponsored by Slackwood Church, it is also a lot of work. Members of the Community Care Committee
are busy soliciting contributions for the fair and planning games and events. Please speak to Beth Clark or Shirley
Hafford if you are willing to help. There is also a sign-up sheet in fellowship hall where you can let the committee know
you are available to help out on August 16. Come out, work with others and meet members of the community.

CALLING ALL GARDENERS

If you enjoy being outside to do gardening, and like seeing the results of your effort, your help
is needed at your church. We have numerous garden areas around the church property that
need tending to from time to time. We are in good shape now but those pesky weeds often
make a comeback. So, if you are so inclined, stop by and clean any area around the church

of unwanted weeds. This keeps our church grounds looking cared for!

IN SYMPATHY

Our thoughts and sincere prayers go out to the family of Connie Maira who passed away at 103 years old on
Sunday, May 25". Connie was a long-time member of Slackwood, and will be sadly missed. Her ever-present
smile and warm kindness will be how we will always remember her. Please share your condolences with her
family, including daughters Lynn and Susan.

THANKS

We want to thank everyone for their prayers and support over these past 11 months. While he’s still facing challenges,
we’ve come a long way and we know all the prayers have been answered in many ways. We are so grateful.

Sandy and John Murray
...AND AGAIN

| am so sorry The Grapevine has not been sent out for over three months; as many of you know, | have been ill.
| can't tell you how very much your cards, letters, texts, and calls have meant to me as | deal with my latest
health challenges. | was overwhelmed by your support and your kind words, all of which certainly served in
keeping me positive and focused on getting better. Thank you so much for thinking and praying for me. | have
come a long way and have a way to go, but knowing you are with me gives me all the hope | need.

Penny Baumann



