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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

More than once in recent months, healthcare providers have said to me, “Well, when you reach a certain
age...”. After hearing that phrase often enough to see it as a theme, | started to think about what being a
“certain age” means for me. They, of course, were talking about my physical health — the body does show
signs of aging. But | began to reflect on being a “certain age” from a spiritual perspective.

What does being a “certain age” look like for me in my life of faith? Like many of you, my current relationship
with God and my faith in Jesus Christ reflect a journey marked by moments of deep awareness and
connection, stretches of uncertainty, and periods of steady acceptance. What stands out to me is that no
matter where | have been, God is there—actively present, sometimes patiently waiting, at other times pushing
and tugging, and at times seemingly silent, yet never letting go of me.

Being of a “certain age” has blessed me with the opportunity to look back openly and trace the steps that have
led to where | am today. It has also made me realize that my journey has been greatly enriched by being
actively involved with faith communities, including Slackwood. These communities have been where God has
provided support, given me a mirror to reflect on, spoken challenge, and offered consolation.

Being of a “certain age” doesn’t have to be measured only by the years since your birth. Each of us, on our
faith journeys, is at a “certain age” — | encourage you to take some time, even if it's just a few minutes here and
there, to reflect on who God is to you, how you've come to believe what you believe in this moment, and the
importance of being actively involved in the Slackwood faith community.

No matter where you are on your journey, God is actively with you; you are loved!
See you soon!

Pastor David
Contact info: dfbsbs@gmail.com or 732-547-3480

Please check our calendar online for upcoming meetings and events:
http://www.slackwoodchurch.org/event-calendar.html
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UPDATE ON SOUND/LIVESTREAM EQUIPMENT

The Session of the church has moved forward in faith by signing a contract for the livestream and sound system
upgrade to the sanctuary. Funds are still needed to cover the full cost, but the elders wanted to get moving on
the work and they trust the funds will be received by the time the work is done. It will be at least sixty days before
work is started. As of this writing, the following is a look at the financial picture for this work:

Total cost of project: $35,768.04
Total monies received so far: 24,596.63
Funds still needed: 11,171.41

Of those funds received, $526.90 is from the coin jar in fellowship hall. Keep up the good work saving coins,
they really make a difference.

The first step in the project, electrical work in the balcony, has been completed. Site visits by CSAV Systems
will happen soon. This is an exciting time for our congregation. Please continue to donate your loose change,
send in a check with “technology upgrade” on the memo line, and be creative in ways to raise the funds. Are
you celebrating a special occasion? Ask guests attending not to bring you a gift, but donate to the technology
fundraiser and dream other ideas. A huge thank you to everyone who has supported this work thus far.

LEADING WHILE WAITING

News of the church from the Clerk of Session:

A recent article in The Presbyterian Outlook featured the Rev. Gary Noonan, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of Kirkwood, Missouri. Gary is a Scottish citizen living in the U.S. under a religious worker temporary
visa. An administrative change in immigration policy disrupted the path to permanent residency for Gary and
other clergy in the same position. There are thousands of religious workers, across the country, who have
already been approved for green cards through the EB-4 visa program, stuck in limbo, unable to extend their
R-1 temporary visas while they wait. It's a policy few people have heard of but for those affected, the impact is
immediate and deeply personal. ltis part of a system that no longer works as it was designed to work.

Even as Gary advocates with senators and government leaders, he’s still preaching, still baptizing babies, still
walking with grieving families, still leading stewardship campaigns, still showing up. All while he continues to
wait.

Gary says that what he has discovered is “the church needs voices from the edges. We need people who know
how to lead from the borderlands, between countries, between certainty and doubt, between systems that seem
immovable and the Spirit who refuses to be caged.”

For Gary, and for thousands of others, the church needs to be aware, to be informed, to pray and to support
whatever way possible, those in society caught in the middle.



PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Property & Finance Committee established an ambitious list of large capital improvement projects that were
to be completed over the summer. {

Solar Panels: This was the first job to be completed! The panels were connected to the electrical grid
and turned on in June. We now enjoy a substantial decrease in our monthly PSE&G bill!

Electrical / Internet: This project was completed during the month of July. We now have an electric outlet and
lights inside each area of the shed. Also, there is an outlet on the outside of the shed and an outlet for an internet
connection We will no longer need to run cable and extension cords for outdoor worship or other activities.

Parking Lot: Due to weather and other limitations, the company that will repave the parking lot
has been delayed. At presentthe lotis to be done on September 17. Look for this improvement
to be completed!

Thanks to the many people who helped in keeping the church property looking great! Cutting grass, weed pulling
and trimming all areas around the church is greatly appreciated!

Next meeting of the committee will take place on Sunday September 14, following worship.

TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND RECONCILIATION

The Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation group usually meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm on
Zoom and gathers for special events throughout the year.

Over the summer, we held a viewing of “The Six Triple Eight;” a movie about Black servicewomen during WWII.
If you weren’t able to join us, please consider watching it on your own. It can be found on Netfflix.

On September 7™, fifteen people gathered to discuss the book The Everyday Advocate: Living Out Your Calling
to Social Justice. Our group is interested in finding ways to promote social justice and to support causes both
locally and nationally. Look for more information in the next newsletter about Human Rights Day.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 9, 2025. All are welcome to attend.

Kate Moore

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

The Worship Committee would like to thank the Property and Finance committee for
setting up the tent and preparing our outdoor space for worship. Unfortunately, the
weather did not cooperate on September 7. We will attempt to hold worship outside on
both September 14" and September 215'. We hope you will join us.




On Sunday, October 5™, we look forward to celebrating World Communion Sunday with our brothers and
sisters from the Grace congregation. A joint choir practice will be held at 9:30 prior to the 10:30 worship service.
If you are able to join us, please bring a covered dish and stay after worship for a time of fellowship.

On October 11t we will have a Blessing of the Pets service outdoors under the tent starting
at 11:00 am. At 11:30 am, Pastor Bowman will bless the animals of those unable to participate
in the earlier service while they are in their vehicles. Pets can be brought in person or can be
honored using their picture. If bringing a pet in person, please consider the safety of others. More
information will be shared in a flyer on our website in the coming weeks.

The Worship Committee usually meets after worship on the 4" Sunday of the month in the sanctuary. Our next
meeting will be held on Sunday, September 28" following worship. All are welcome to attend.

Kate Moore

READING RECOMMENDATION

Our friend, Carol Ward wanted to share this information with anyone who may be interested. Thanks, Carol!

A True Story That Will
‘Redefine How You Lead

Written by Chris Malleo, a former
Northwestern University and professional (Releqses October 2025 )
football player turned high school head
coach. It tells the true story of how hiring
Frankie Kineavy, a man with non-verbal
cerebal palsy, to join his coaching staff
completely redefined his understanding of
leadership, value, and human connection.
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And while the story is rooted in football, this
isn't just a sports book.

It's a blueprint for building culture,
developing people, and leading with love
and strength in every arena of life.

Whether you're building a business, raising
a family, growing your faith, or navigating
adversity this book will shift something
inside you.

This isn’t just a book. It's a wake-up call to live
and lead differently.

You don’t need another leadership book filled
with clichés.

You need a story that's real — and a framework
that actually transforms how you live.

THE CHAIRLEADER is that book.

ENDORSED BY SOME OF THE MOST RESPECTED VOICES
IN SPORTS AND LEADERSHIP:

The author is married to Carol's granddaughter, Ashley. The book will be available sometime in October.

THANKS!

Jim Branson thanks everyone that said prayers and sent cards after his recent fall. It is always such a comfort to know
our Slackwood family is thinking about us as we deal with troubling times.



